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Order d that the preſent | 


— 


y 


. Wardens, „ Mr. Alderman Pacy, and 


Mr. Brown, Senior, be deſired to 
wait upon Mr. Zyng, and r turn him 
the Thanks of this Houle, for his 
mon Preach'd at St. G Chap 
| pet the firſt Sunday after the Con 
| ſecration of the ſaid Chappel, and 


— 


that they deſire him to Print the 
fame. I 
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And the other Ivsricks Ar DER. 
ux, and Common COUNCIL 5 


of Great YARMOUTH. 
9 AND 1 PLN 
RICHARD FERRIER, Eg. 


And the reſt of the GuzNTLEMEN ited by 
the Ass EMBL Y, to take the dg, 5 
Direction of all Matters any vay relating to the 
| Building e and Ornament. of- the CH APPEL. 2 
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Inſeribe this Diſcourſe 7 your. N ames, becauſe 4 at 
| Jour Requeſt it cumes Abroad. Tou may pleaſe to 
remember, that upon ſome other Occaſions, I have 
not been forward. te appear in Public: 


the diffidence of my private Fudgment, in Caſes of un- 
common difficulty, as to ſtatid in aw of theſe who ſee 
great deal than my fel. | 


ight and 5 


or (ubatever 
Conſtruction may be put upon it) ſuch I declare to be 


But 


TEC many Things are done unto this Commui ty by your | 


Ber r 46, 10 o can 2 5 1 


angular Wiſdom and Management, not only by per 
22 Adminiſtration f Civil Fuſtice, ubieb 
leaves Offenders without excuſe, but by your daily Care 


for the propagation of Chriſtzanity, and ſtudying in par. | 
Ticular to graft in the Minds of every poor C TH 
ander your Government the ſaving Graces of the Go. 


1 3 of which the Ereftion of a New Chufch ot 
Chappel is a copious Demonſtration: And that there ar 
other indubitable Teſtimonials of this your Zeal fu 
Religion, in the way which ſome Mes call Hereſy, 
as your ſtanch adherence at this. time of Day to t 


| Proteſtant Intereſt, your utmoſt Satisfaction in | the Li 


mitation of the Crown, and your late generous Vinten. 
tainment of His Majeſty's Forces, thrown upon ou 


Coaſt. by ftreſs of Weather, in their Voyage to Scotland, 


for the Fase 95 theſe Bleſſings to future Generations, 
upon all which Conſiderations, I am obliged to depart 


rom my natural — and, to promote the lil 
laudable Conduct in others, ſubmit A 40 Jou 
racers 


Who, am in all Chriſtian Offices, 


Jan. 9. 171 
J 18 | Your moſt F aithful and 


| Obedient Servans | «|. 
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a wvorthy for whom he / hou'd do 
this, for he loveth our Nation; and 
hath built us a Hmagogue. 5 


PON our Loris taking on bim * Mi 
niſterial Function, ſuch were the marvel- 
ous Works done by him upon Men's 

Bodies, as not only making good their 
natural Imperfections, but (to the evidence of Senſe) 
healing all their Diſeaſes and Infirmities, without any 
ſe of Medicaments or Phyſical Operations; that his 
Fame rang throughout Syria and the Regions round 
about, that at Home, and in his own Country, where 
cople (if any where) fall ſhort. of Honour, great | 
multitudes out of Galilee, Decapolis, Feruſalem, and 
idæa, and from beyond Jordan, ſtruck with the 


yer he went. 
| The News of theſe ſurprizing Abilities, upon his : 
olng to Capernaum, prevail'd with an Officer of the 
woman Army, who at that interim had a favorite Ser- 
ant Sick of the Palſey, to ſend to him to come and 
eal him: And whatever was his Authority in the. 
ity, whither he held a Garriſon there, or whatever 
as the Cauſe and Reaſon of his Influence, the great 
en of the Town were employ'd in the Meſſage, he 
ent unto him the Elders of the Fews, beſecching 
im that he would come and heal his Servant. f 
MW» "©. An 
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\dmiration of his Cures, follow d after him where- 1 
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2 1 [SCOURSE of the Uſefulneſs, Antiquity EE 
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And what was the prime Motive whereon cher 
great Hope of Succeſs was founded? Not his know ii : 
Skill in War or any notable Action of the Field, 36 k 

his regular and ſtrict Difcipline within their Wal, 
not his care of their Rights and Propertzes, or th Ml ny 
ſecurity of their C Peace; not a- ſyllable” of 1M 
* theſe {tho every one of them popular Heads of i 
Commendation, and very taking Arguments wit 
| Mankind) had any place in their Addreſs. '' - WM 


* 


What they apprehended moſt conducive to hu 
Honour, and wou'd: moſt acceptably recommend hin 
to our Lord; what was it but his liberal Condtriby. 
tion to the Religion that, Chriſt himſelf profeſs d whit 
but his building a Houſe of Prayer at his proper 
Coſt and Charges, to which the eus daily reſorting Wl 
might unanimouſly confeſs their Sins to God, implon Mi 
his Aſſiſtance and Protection, and thank him for a 
his Mercies; every one of them Doctrines of Naum Wil 
as well as Revelation. They came to Feſus, and it 
ſtantly beſought him, ſaying, He was worthy that by 
Hou d do this for him, for 2 loveth our Nation, au 
* hath built us a Synaqgague. | +; 45 an 
To ſpeak with ſome Agreement to our: preſent 
Circumſtance, L have prepared to ne. 
_- 12. That the Building of Houſes, for Haly and li. 
' figrous Ules, is extremely acceptable both to God an 
Man. I don't ſay it is meritorious, or believe it al 
act of ſuch a Nature, as Alone and without a Life a 
Piety will make us Darlings of Heaven and Earth: 
But my meaning is, (and I think I ſpeak the Mid 

| of the Evangeliſt) that ſuch as out of an honeſt Heat, 
[| and with an Eye to the Glory of God, are careful td 
fi procure Places of divine Worſhip (which necella 

ſuppoſe a ſuitable Endowment) for the Conroy 
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Wk, and Benefit of ſuch as make Profeſſion of Re- 

Wligion, are morally ſecure of the Good Will of Men; 

d not only ſo, but in all rational Preſumption over 
and above poſſeſs d of a ood Foundation againſt 

the Time to come. And this, I hopes. will appear 

L : evident from what VE have prepared. ro ſay Con- 3 
WW ccrning the U/efuineſs, Antiquity and Dedications of 


Places /o ſet 4 part. 1 uhh 
All religious Aſſemblies (as well as others) are made 
Wop of Men of different Views, Capacities and Incli- 
W nations, and generally ſpeaking, axe no leſs diverſe, 
; to Degrees of Knowledge and Underſtanding in 
Matters that appertain to Godlineſs: And the main 
Buſineſs of ſuch Aſſemblies, being to praiſe' God for 
WMcrcies received, to beg at his Hands. all Things 
Wncedful for Soul and Body, and with meek Heart and 
due Reverence to hear and receive his Holy Word; 
dare fay no Body will deny, but that Men's Under- 
Witandings may be much better inform'd, and their 
Hearts more affectionately mov'd'in the public exer- 
eiſe of theſe Duties than in their ſecret Chambers 
nd Retirements: Not that the like Pious Duties per- 
Wform'd in our Families and Private Cloſets are not 
Wcceptable and rewardable of our Father which is in 
Veaven; Private Piety, Cloſet Devotion, and all in- 
Ward Fervor of Soul and Spirit are in bis bt of 
eat Price, when not uſed in Contempt or a ſtudied 
Neglect of public Murſbip. But that which I affirm 
that to pray to God in Publick, whether it be 
to ſupply our Neceſſities, to reſcue us from impend- 
ing vils, or to return à Sacrifice of Praiſe for great ; 
Id manifold Mercies, is much more conducive to 
dification (I mean the Enlightening of our Under- 
ſtandings and Heightening our own and Bretheren's 
_— Ws Zea 


{ 5 


1 .AD ISCOURSE; of, the Uſefulneſs, Antiquity - 2 
Zeal, than a regular diſcharge of the ſame: Duta 
- however qualify'd elſewhere: For when we pe 
lickly appear before God, which of all his Attrbun 
is not more capable of Propagation than in prim. 
Cloſets and Retirements? If we meet to give hu 
Thanks for Bleſſings receivd, we declare his Soi 
reignty and Dominion, and ſay, that he is Lord of i 
Heaven and Earth. If we confeſs our Sins, aud fro 
the Bottom of our Hearts bewail the Miſcarriagy 

of our Lives, at the ſame time we own both b 
 Fuſtice and his Mercy, we believe that he has @ pour 
to kill and to make alive, and yet not. willing that ay 
of his Creatures ſhou d periſh, 0 00m 
I we intercede with him in behalf of our Brethrn 
and by ſuch. Mediation do what in us lie to procur 
or conciliate his Grace and Favour, whither-it & 
for their deliverance - from preſent or future Evil, 
or for a quiet and laſting Poſſeſſion of their Right 
and Properties; at the ſame time we avouch his Tru) 
and Faithfulneſs, and ſay in effect he'll never eful 
To accept with a chearful Countenance , the Colin 
Viols of Odours, the Prayers of his Saints, Rev. j) 
And becauſe no Body, rationally ſpeaking, woll 
make any being the object of their Devetis, but vu 
knows our Neceſſities, and is perfectly well acqua 
ed with our ſeveral and reſpective Circumſtance 
by this our public Service we openly teſtifſ l 
Omniſcience and Omnipreſence, ſay he is every "with 
and in every place, and privy to all our Thougit 
And at this rate we contribute more to the hug; 
and glory of Cod, in places ſet apart to divine a 
ſhip, than we can do in our ſecret Chambers; a 
convince our weak Brethren that God is amo 
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4%, As our underſtandings are more enlightn'd, . 
or at leaſt capacitated to acquire a greater meaſure of. * * - 

WM Knowledge; by worſhiping God in Churches and Houſes 
called by his Name, chan in Cloſets or Retitements: 
— upon the ſame principle, our Zeal and Affections are 

by ſo doing: rais'd to a higher piteh, and made more 
c cceptable to Gd... 
: Churches as well as Synagogues are Memorial of 

God's preſence; theſe are Places where he eommu- 
nicates himſelf with Men to bleſs them. Now tho 
He be every where and in every place, yet the Con- 
ſideration of his immediate preſence, will naturally 
guard our hearts from roving or ſtraying from what 
we are about, and over and above (if we are not paſt 
feeling) poſſeſs us with an uncommon Aw and Yene- 
ration. As we are afraid to commit notorious Sins, 
while we think the Eye of: God is upon us: by parity 
of Reaſon, ſo long as we believe our ſelves in his im- 
= mediate Preſence, all the Faculties of our Souls and 
Y _—_ will be more than ordinary diſpos'd to pleaſe 

And what think you of the benefits of Communion? | 
will not a view of the folemn- Poſtures and Geſtures | 
of the Brethren contribute very much to an intenſe 
and laſting Devotion of ſueh religious Services? ſay, 
if the lifting up of Peoples Hands and Eyes to Heaven, 
falling down upon their Knees, ſiniting their Breaſts, 
and uncovering their Heads, do not-work uncommon- 
ly upon our Minds, and both. begeèt and preſerve ſuch 
degrees of Love and Confidence, as otherwiſe had 
been Cold and Languid, without either Life or 
Spirit? „ ee, ,, IT 5 
340, As People are more capacitated to enſure the 
benefits of Edification, that is to arrive to a __” 

„ : = Know- 


oy 


"Y 


10 - A DIsCOURSK:0f the Uſefulneſs, Antiquity 
Knowledge of God, and be more affectionately moyd iſ 
 _ - ro praiſe him, in Houſes dedicated to his bono, MW 

than in Places where bis Name is not recorded: ſo at 
they encouraged to hope their ſervice will be bettet 
accepted, and more effectual a great deal, to procu 
all needful . at God's hands, by means of the 
Conſent and Unanimity of the Numbers: For if the 
Prayer of one faithful Man, when fervently offer d up 
to God in private, auaileth much, there is all the rei 
ton in the World to believe, that the like zealous Ad. 
_drefles of an Aſſemb, or Congregation, will be ver 
gracioully. receives: oh hen © 29h 1s ore 


rug. 1 appeal ro the common Reaſon of Mankind, and 
1 to that Light which has guided the ſeveral Geners' 
tions of Men, from the beginning of the Creation, in 
confirmation of che truth before us. Maſes (I brake 

him right) by an Altar in thoſe Days, meant neither 


more or leſs than we do by an Oratory, or Place of 
Prayer. Gen. 28.18. And by pouring Oil upon it: what but 
the fame thing in effect which is done by us, in the Ca 
ſecration of any Holy Place? Now upon what other pris 
ciple did Noah, after his coming out of the Ark, erct 
an Altar for himſelf and Family; but upon that eternal 
_ Reaſon which told him, that God was ra be wor. 
Ahip'd? His conſecrating an Altar for the Service of 
God, being the firſt memorable Act mention d by 
Moſes, Gen. 8. 20. after his deliverance from the Flood 
of Waters, is a violent preſumption, that God wa 
_ worſhp'd in the Old World after the ſame manner. 
For in the: Antediluuian Antiquities we have an ac. 
count of an univerſal decay of Piety, and that in the 
days of Enoch, without any known direction from 2. 
bove, they ſate up a Reformation and began to ral 
upon the Name of the Lord; and what can be tht 
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Earth. However, ſuch in the Heathen World as were 

Maſters of Learning, and acquainted with Books, had 

both ſeen and read the Hiſtory of _— A Pagan Wri- „ 
ter of the Life of Pythagoras ſays, that he took all his ;, Tale. 

Philoſophy out of it. And Tertullian, that the Poets Cost. A5. 

and Philoſophers ſtole their Learning from him; which = px 5 

at leaſt muſt argue, that they were ſo pleaſed with his 
Writings, as to inſert abundance of his Rites and 

Cuſtoms, as well as Moral Duties. into their Works; 

and among others, this in all preſumption, of ſetting 

Places apart for Divine Worſhip, as apprehending 1c 

highly Laudable and Conſonant to Kature's Law: 

And (if l am not miſtaken) from hence follow'd all 

that Veneration and [Reſpect to Holy Places, of what- : 

ever Canton in the Heathen World; as well as the =. e 
Severe Puniſhments purpoſely deviſed to prevent Sa 3. E. 
crilege. For by a Law of the Phocian's Criminals of Myuz:. | 
this Kind were either to be thrown down a Precipice, 
ordrown'd in the Sea, or burnt at a Stake. And upon 

vo other principle Darius the Perſian, upon the 

Jeus Conſecration of their Temple, confirm'd it with a ] 

Curſe, to ſuch as ſhou'd ſacrilegionſly invade it. Ezra, | 

6. 11, 12. I have made a Decree, that whoſoever ſhall 

alter this ſentence, the wood ſball be pulled down from 

vis houſe, and frall be ſet up, and he ſhall be hanged: * | 
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of Hebrews or Iſraelites, and enter'd into Covenant 
with them, that upon ſuch and ſuch terms. he wow: 
be their God and they ſbou d be his people, to the more 


| firſt advice was that they ſhou'd build him a Sau; 
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where to be found, they confidently believed it mult J 


be at an Altar or Houle of , pa Worſhip. And 
therefore they moſt an end pay'd a diſtinguiſhing te. 
ſpect to ſuch ſacred Structures, wherever their Arms 
prevaild: and if in ſuch a Scrutiny they had careful 
ly avoided all Superſtition and Idolatry, without que 
ſtion they had pleaſed God, and with the Poſteritie 
of Noah gone to their graves in peace. 

For when God thought fit to take into his imme. 
diate Care that handful of Men, which go by the Nane 


effectual making good the Articles on their part, his 


ary, or an Houſe for him to dwell in. And in the 
moveable Tabernacle, all the whole forty years of thet 
travel to Canaan, they waited upon God according 
to his order and direction. -- 17,74 ___ 
And ſuch Places of Publick-Worſhip God all along 
provided for that people ( excepting their 70 yea 
of Bondage) as long as their Conſtitution —_ | 
2 Hoe Bt 
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uc ac $45/05 ood till the death of Eli, or about Maimen- 
6 years. Thoſe at Nov and Gibeab about 157 years, IN 


9 nk. | 8 „ M edißeis. 
„ad che Temple at Jeruſalem, till Titus ſacked the * 


„% To ſay nothing of their Synagogues which were 
, Temple, what our Pariſh Churches are to 4 


"  thc4ra!; nor yet of their upper Rooms, which wwe 
re told had been in uſe from Daniel's days. By Tear. 
N k 


= Every body muſt fay, and are forward to own, that /*” _ 
l cheſe religious Houſes anſwer'd the ends of their m—_ 
eeddion, and that fo long as that People had the 

Lord for their God; in them they were ſure to have 
Wheir wants relies d,, , ER nn 
For it was an unconteſted Tradition amongſt the 


ue, that the ground particularly on which, the 


ile ood, God bad made ſacred from the begin- 
ing of the Creation; that there David and Solomon 
WW uit an Altar, namely on Mount Moriah, on the 
eeſbing floor of Araunah the Febuſite, apd there A. L. 
ram deſign'd to have ſacrificed his Son 1 and — 
Where Noah built his Altar when he went a ſhore dev. ae 
om the Ark. And not only fo, but there alſo Cain (77975 
g Abel facrificd, and before them, their Father as i 
pon as he was made, and that Adam himſelf, upon 
hat very ſpot receiv'd his firſt Being and Exiſtence. © 
But in our days ſome people are not willing to own 
like neceſſity of ſuch conſectated Houſes, for the 
miniſtration of religious offices. Theſe tell us in- 

Need it was praiſe worthy, and truly religious for ſuch 
were Members of the Jeiſb Church, to appro- 
ate Houſes to the G04 9 Iſrael, becauſe that Na. 4femity 

Wo” was expreſly commanded ſo to do; but fince the % 2 
e, Partition is broken down, no people (fa 18.6. 18 
ey) are under the like tye and obligation: And for 

5 C a proof 
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a proof of all this, the words of out Lan 'w wi 
HW omen of Samarie are ſure to be alledg d, 7 
21. Mamas believe me, the bonr cometh, when ye (1 
__ _ -netther in this Mountain, nor yet in Jeraſaltts, wil 
N fp the Father. The genuine ſenſe and meaning o 
which Words, I think, is genecally believd th; 
that God will no longer bear with the [dolatrie d 
the Heathens, nor with the Hipocri/ies of his ancinll 
Church, but make choice of a new ſet of Men, jw 
ſhall be zealous of good Works. Whereas the Mall 
am ſpeaking of will have our Savior's meaning g 
be, that now under the Go/pe/ God has done will 
Dedications, and as to the performance of Extend 
Duties leaves every body to themſelves: That ao 
while he calls upon all Men every where to repent, Wl 
ſuffers them to walk on in their own nee i 
ſay) in point of reſpect to any ſet and ſtated method 
of Devotion: That he ties no Man to this or that 
 feble Communion, but accepts all acts of Worſhip, pe 
6 ſupra. form'd in ſecret Chambers and Apartments, altoget 
. as well as in Temples and Churches conſecrated ll. 
his Honour, by an actual renunciation of our pri 
Right. All which is ſo plain a contradiction to til 
known Conduct of our Lord, as nothing an 
more. | 1 2 
For the very firſt public Act he did was to promi 
for ſuch, as in time ſhou'd believe in his Nane 
place of public meeting for the Service of God. 
his firſt going to Feruſalem, he caſt ſuch as bought u 
fold out of the Temple, he overthrew the Tables of 
Money C _ „ and the Seats of them that ſold Dow 
ſaying, my Houſe ſhall be called a Houſe of prayer wh 
all Nations. Surely this was not done in fayor 7 ix 
_ hen 0" ol 
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e ro deftroy the Rites and Cuſtoms that Moſes had 


> un 


e his Golpel 
WW orfhip, as well as the (Harch chat was before them. 
dare lay, no body cou'd expreſs a more honora- 
rteſpect for Houſes fer a part for public Prayer 
Wan himſelf, Jobn 18. 20, when the High Prieſt 
led him, what was the Doctrine which he taught, 
ſus anſwer'd, I ſpake openiy to the Heorld, 1 ever 


i in be Synagegne, and in the Temple, whither 


e jews always reſort, aud in ſecret have T ſaid no- 
nne. And what was his prime end (think eek in 
„this? What, was it out of any legal princip 

nt be; for then he wou d never have aggravated 
e _ Sins of the Srribes and Phariſes, nor yer 


Echo were fearrer'd abroad in the feveral King. 
W.” ind Counrics of the Earth, becauſe be who 


ade, cant rationally be ſapposd ( when he was = 
dy to be offcr'd) ro perpernate what he came ta 
Wogatc; and therefore our Lord's prime meaning and 

| might have a place for public 


e? chat 


esc told them, in a very dolefal accent, of the utter 


„ain and Diſtruction of their City, Luke 19. 43, 44. 
this meaning was, that the will of God in the Sal- 
lion of Mankind is moſt advantageoufly to be learn'd 


| d underſtood by every Body, in places (et apart 


holy uſes; and the Apoſtles took this hint, and, aftet 
Lord's aſſumption into Heaven, taught daily in 
eir Huagogues, Foun... Jeſus to be the Chriſt. The 
, ber of Chriftians at firſt were very few, for St. 


„an. of Olives: But ſo mightily grew the Word of 
2 3 pO that before St. Paul went out of 
or 


. =” 


ke remembers but a 120 at their return from the 


» Chriſtians had Churches of their own, places 
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ſo; peculiarly - appropriated to Divine Service, h 
none of the common offices of life might be done 
them, and the many and long intervals of Perſecuin 
wherein Chriſtians were fo highly favour'd of the ci 
Powers, as to be admitted to places of public tf 
and to be honoured with Offices of great diſt inctioni 
the Imperial Court, are a violent preſumption of thy 
une . M AE 8b 
As the diſperſed Fews built them Synagogues in oy 
ry City, wherem they were allowed to inhabit: þ 
thare's all the reaſon in the World ty believe, hall 
Chriſtians made like Proviſion! for them ſelves, wia 
ever ſuch as ſat at the Helm gave them any Fay 
ot Encouragement. Not to make any Inferences fra 
the Chriſtian Aſſemblies in Bythinia under Trajulif 
Reign, nor yet of thoſe ſtated: Places for the $ 
vice of God on Sundays, which, prevailed in Ch 
and Country in leſs than 30 Years after, mentionl 
by Fuſten Martyr; The great Eccleſiaſtical Hifi 
ot our Affairs for the firſt 300 Vears tells us, that 
the 19 Year of Diocleſian, by public Authority ag 
Euſeb. E. , PIO. 2: . RS 
14 s in form of Law, an Edict was given out, ixxayo al 
cap. 22 dh D eee; that all Churches ſhouid be laid in 
A cogent Evidence that from the beginning OG 
ans had Places appropriated to the public*Worl 
ieee DUNG O17 316; 5 69M 111i 
„„ , And (with Submiſſion to better Judges) to mew 
{ecration of is highly credible, that ſuch Holy Houſes as Cy 
Churches, ſtians built and ſet a part for religious Worſhip! 
Permiſſion of Heathen Powers, were dedicated 
Almighty God by ſome public Form, tho? ſuch iu 
Dedications be not mention'd in our Hiſforie ll 
this | take leave to ſay, Fir/?,' becauſe ſuch Haluſ 
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i of CHurcHes. 12 
m | ins of Temples'was commonly:praQic'd in thoſe in- 
del Countries, by whoſe favour and conſent Chri- De vir 
J ians were after al low'd co build. 5 And Secondly, be- 1 
dauſe thoſe Chriſtian Churches which Diocleſian ras:d, 0 
WM orc endowed: with Houſes, Lands and Gardens, and 
oi they ſo ſetled for the Miniſter's Maintenance, as ne- 
ver co be alienated without encurring the Guilt of _ 
Feacrilege. Thirdly, becauſe after the Death of the car. n 
coli rant Maximinus the laſt avow'd Enemy of Chriſis 7** | 
Kingdom, the named Hiſtorian tells us, their Churches E. 10 
were repair'd and rais d to an immenſe height, and 23. 
made more ſplendid than thoſe that were pulled 
down; and then adds, That Feſtival Dedications and 
Conſecrations of Oratories ſo erected filled the Peo- k 
ples Hearts with incredible Joy and all- well - pleaſing. | 
And if there had been any the-leaſtiparticle'of Super- 
/tition or Idolatry in ſuch their Conſecrations, thofe 
Venerable and Holy Biſhops who aſſiſted at rhe Dedi- 
cations of the Churches of Feruſalem- and Tyre, and 1 
= who knew very well the Cireumſtances of their de- Se. 16. 
e moliff'd Churches as to this particular wou'd in all“ 33. 
= preſumption: have entred their proteſt againſt this Cere- 
nony, which being not done by a Synod of Fathers, 
= whoſc Piety, at this vaſt diſtance, rings thro” all the 
World, is in reafon conviction ſufficient , that Chri- 
ſtians from tfie beginning, upon conſideration of the 
Oſefulneſs of ſuch religious Houſes to all the Ends 
of Edification, have all along for their better ſecurity, 
by Prayers and Thankſgivings, and other like public 
UW Exercites of Devotion, reſign'd their Right and Title 
do them, and by Livery and Seiſin put them into the 
Poſſeſſion. of Almighty G. 
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4 Kine Lacius were begu ag 
Intereſts, without any — to —— 3 chat cen 
of our then inſidel Kings D [ 
teous and Reſpective to the Chriftiant; 10 ” 
8 ſo far led, as in their favour to alter the Nai = 
, our Country: but that they were won and charaid Wi 
1 into ſuch opinion of their Virtues, by their 1nolfen- i 
. Ave. Carriage and Behaviour, as to give them all the 
0 Countenance-that Men cou'd ratiohally deſire; ſu WM 
408. 6. as admitting them to Truſs and Poſts of Ham Wil 
i placing them in their G#ards and Garrifons, and. i in 
the main Bodies of their Armies: Is it to be ſup- Wi 
pos d that Men of ſuch exemplary Lives and Conve. 
ations; and in fo great reckoning with the then H. 
then Powers, did not imitate chair Gathodia 1 E 
oa '-... e 
That our 1 in v partienler were not as Forward 
to make Proviſion for God's Worſhip as any other 
Kingdoms of the Roman Empire; If St. Paul hid 
any Hand in the Converſion of this Ind (as Men 
of Name affirm) all diffidence as to this particular W 
ought to be laid aſide, becauſe in all his Plantations 'M 
of Chriſtians He kept to one and the ſame: Rule, 
(the ſame thing ordain I in all Churches.) But what 
our Britiſh Chriſtians did, when under Heathen W 
Powers, we _ (I think) fafely i infer from the Car- 
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= oycr to che Faith. Lie, BED no Re 
= Our i Ciriftion King upon Record was HE 
and He upon his Converfion built and endowed 4 7,55 
great many Charcbes, and by all dhe fecurity” dur 23. 
W quiſh'd his Right and Tale co them. And what was 
all this but a Branch of Dedication, whereby we 
diveſt our ſelves of any claim or intereſt in Things 
we ſet a part to God? And for as much as after Lu— 
cius, the Faith of Chriſt (if we except the Diocieſan 2 
Perſecution) continued in ſafety, till the Arrian He. Bed. rift. 
reſy overflow'd it's Banks, and forc'd our Anceſtors -% 4 
upon Rocks and Shelves, that prov'd fatal to them © _ 
and their Poſterities: what Reaſon can be given why 
ſucceeding Kings, as well as Conſtantine, — a good 
Conjuncture might not imitate. their great Leader; 
and either build New, or repair their antient Churches, 
chat had been ruined by that bloody Tyrant; either 
of which has ſuch an Air of Credit, as is uſually gi- 
ven to Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians: So that beſides the 
other Evidences named, we have the practice of our 
ancient Britains to warrant our Ceremony of Con- 
ſecration. $4415 2-15 46s e 
= Upon theſe Views (not materially. differing from | 
char of the Centurion, or the Catholic- Church ) the | 
Wiſdom of this Ancient Corporation being forward: 
to remove from ſuch as are under their Charge, eve- MF 
ry apparent hindrance to their Duty in God's Service, 
ſuch as the Pleas of Diſtance, infirmity, and old 
Ade, as well as the Inconveniences of Throngs and 
Crowds, which in the public Aſſemblies were thouglit | 
WW > deprive People (naturally well diſpoſed) of 82 
„ , benelit 3 
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= — benefit of our Prayers and Sermons: I ſay the Wi 
it dom of ſuch as bear rule amongſt. us, to ſilence the 
murmurs, and calm the diſquiets of this Nature, by 
the A ſſiſtance of God's good Spirit, and the Cod. 
currence of the Inhabitants, without any Nayal aid ot 


nau fu 

conſiderable Contribution from abroad, (and 1 thinki Wc 
may ſay, to the Admiration of ſuch as are round about Wn 
us) hath bleſſed us with this ſtately Structure, which With: 
not only upon Reaſons of Convenience and Accom. ne 
modation, but in point of Beauty and Magnificence N. 
is marvelous in our Eyes. A pile that in every of vi 
theſe reſpects, without vanity, may be ſaid to out. be 
thine the Sanctuaries of our Country, and deſerved: o 
ly bear Conſideration with the the vew Erectiont of 
our regal City. ee ee Tao i MW 
And for as much as a mere Intention or Reſolu. Wing 


tl tion of building an Houſe for God, will always have er 
his good liking and approbation (as appears in King 
Fiss 8. David's Caſe): fo the actual Raiſing, Finiſhing, and 
irq Fitting up ſuch a convenient ſtructure, for the be- 
_ nefit of piouſſy diſpoſed Chriſtians at a great Expenee 
of Treaſure, and with much wearineſs to the Flelh; Wl 
muſt, in the Nature of Things, ſecure a good Found. 
tion againſt the time to come, and encourage ſuch Per- 
ſons or Bodies of Men, as have had any ſhare or pro- 
vince in this Undertaking, that God will pro pr 
their Handy-work, and give a Bleſſing to their L. 
bours: That thoſe in particular, who were the prime 
Projectors, and for their Abilities and Penetration 
ſake ſingled out to inſpect the Operation, and Con- 
duct the order and outward Management of the 
Work, may, without any opinion of merit in a reli 
gious Senſe, beſides God's Bleſſing upon W 


| "od Families, expect to live in the Minds of all good 8 8 4 
ien, and as long as Regifters continue in the Word. 
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ich the Centurion before us, have their Names tranſj- 
mitted to late Poſterities. In a word, no body 1 


ade my ſelf makes Queſtion, but that the dif- 


ve Grace of God's good Spirit, who never for- 


E hes Go. Ss oo. Y 


Nets our labour that proceeds of love, like the holy 
= anointing Oyt upon Aaron's Head will run down to 
e Beard, and be convey'd to the Skirts, or the 
ot inferiour Members of the Body: That all 
inks, Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt us; 
ill find their accounts in it, and ſee cauſe to admire 


* 


he benignity and loving Kindneſs of God, who hath | 


one ſo great Things for us. 


The ſum of the whole Argument is, that erect- 
Ing and ſetting a part Houſes or Churches for Divine 


ervice, is extreamly acceptable to God and Man, 
Es anſwering all the Ends of Ediſication. That by 


Whe Light of. Nature, from the firſt beginning of 


bings, not only the poſt but - antediluvian World, ; 


Wave upon the ſame Views provided for their public 
Vorſbip. That Almighty God, in that community un- 


er his peculiar care, gave expreſs Command for the 


uilding of a Tabernacle, and a ſtanding Temple up- 

In the Settlement of its Conſtitution, That our %% _ 
Lord, his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, made no alte. 22, 23. 

ation in this Point, but, by their Approbation and ie. 

xample, convey'd their practice to all ſucceeding 

bodies of Chriſtians; who when not. hindred by 

"orce, or Perſecution, have all along hallow'd their 

laces of Aſſembling, and by Prayers, Supplications, 

vterceſſions, and giving of Thanks, recommend them 
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_4 D1scouRss of the Uſefulneſs, Antiquiy i 


* a. — —y 


to God's Care, and put them inco his Poſſeſſion, And 

* which ought in a particular manner to be remembg! 
by us, that this Cuſtom of ſetting apart Places jj 

__ God's Honour, and the Edification of his People, will 
the pious Offices now named, has from the Apo 
lical Age downward, been preſerv'd without any wii 
terial Change, and Alteration in this our Kingdom. 
Great Britain, fo that we have common reaſon, til 
good liking of God, and his Son Chriſt, as vel 
the 2pprobation of the Church Catholic, to vam 
the Honſccration of this our newly erected full 
[tFuary). e 


Upon all which Conſiderations, acting like Mall 
and Chriſtians, we cannot but infer; that ſuch 2 
haviorr towards Holy Houſes is expected from wi 

as may entitle us to all the Benefits intended " 
them. And what that is, I ſhall digeſt into tha 
Particolars which follow. EE. 


I. That we be careful upon all Occaſtons, wit | 
not hinder'd by our Callings,-or any other legal Wali 
rant, to frequent God's Service in theſe Houſes; nl 
prin<ipally for your good daily Morning and Ev 
ing Prayers, are forever to be perform'd both 0 
as well as in the Mother Church. And to perfvall 
Men to come into his Courts, and fall down b 
his Foat/fool, one might think there needed no g 
Argument, For as Jordan and Siloam had, by Gol 
bleſling, ſuch a ſanative Virtue in them, as to cure 
their bodily Diſtempers and Imfirmiries that wah 
commiſſion'd to waſh there; fo a far greater Porto 
of Benediction is to be had in theſe Holy Ho | 


b Cnuncnmas 23 | 
r Men are not wanting to themſelves) ſuch as par- 
on of Sin, and the Conduct of God's good Spirit. 


nd therefore ſeeing all poſſible care is taken to 
nove the old Hindrances of Peoples going to 
of hurch: If ſuch as were intemperately zealous for 
Nw Chappel, and continually upon the complain- _ 
ns Key for lack of Means, and Opportunities ß 
ing their Duty in God's way, if theſe in particu- | 
Wr ſhall but by fits and ſtarts reſort hither, and be 
ri ncutral as ſome other cold and indifferent Wor- 
Wippers, ſuch a neglect in them will be inexcuſable. 
our Lord's Judgment be of any weight in the 
ee, i were better that a Milſtone were hang'd _ 
cout their Neck, and they drown'd in the midſt of © 
ae. For by ſuch a flagrant Scandal the Ene- 
ies of the Lord may be tempted to Blaſpheme, or OE 
Wy God's proſpering the Rebel Forces in the North, 5 
e Libt of Ißrael = be put out, and the Breath 
our Noſtrils taken from us; and then Armies of . 
Waters, no leſs formidable than were the Hunns of Hollinſhed 
in the ſame Quarter, may without Number be 93. 
Wal ured in upon us, ſuch as will not ſtick to profane 
Houſes of God in the Land, and (if poſſible) force 
even in this Beauty of Holineſs to worſhip all the 


Wl. A Second thing to ſeture to us the benefits of 

WW Houſes, is Reverence, and that is of two kinds, 

e relating to the Place, the other to the external 
ces. Of the firſt ſort are all thoſe Signs and Fe- 
onials of Honour, which by the conſent and eu- 

n of our Country, we give to God in Houſes de- 
WE =*<d to his Service. The cuſtom» of the eus was 
3  & to 
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Ghoſt to be with us to the end of the World? i 
if, upon our Lord's warrant, He will be in the ni 
of us, where two or three are gather d togethn | 
his Name, or by his Authority, what queſtion d 


be made of his preſence in Places conſecrated to 


a . 


But perhaps it will be ſaid, we over do in i 
point, in being bare in Churches, in the Intervals © 
Divine Worſhip, when people fee no reafon to 
lieve God preſent. And where is the Superſtition} 
this particular? Uncovering our Heads in the ra 
tions of God's Service is (I hope) no more Sup 
ſtition, than our doing the ſame thing in the kn 
Preſence Chamber, when we know his Majeſty nf 
there; out of a ſingular Reſpect to immediate Ini 
= i: eſt, we pay the ſame Ceremony both to the One a 
ne the Other. „e give to God that which is God's, 
well as unto Ceſar the things which are Czfar's; mil 
place where God's Honour dwells we give him 
Honour of our, Hats, and that is the leaſt we cand 
if any Reſpe& ar all ariſes from immediate Ry 
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But to reap the Benefits of Church Aſſemblie) 
have faid a Reverence is due to the outward Ad 
niſtration: For if the Public Service be flubbe 
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—1 of CHURCHES | 254 
« oi orcr, without Form or Comelineſs, I mean wath- . | 
our 4, we ſhall for certain pall the Devori- | 
Hl ons of ſome, and lay a Srumbling-block before be 
Peet of others; either of which will greatly preju- 5 
dice our Intereft in the buſineſs of Edificarion, and 
cauſe us to fall ſhort of the Advantages thereby ex- 
n pected. | ON nd as 
n < In our Old Church we can't be ſo particular in 
to fome matters of this nature, as were to be wiſh'd; 
5 We can't read the. Second Service at the Altar, as 


Law obliges, which really wou'd be ſcandal given, did 


not the Situation of our Chance! ſpeak for us. 
ro For why ſhou'd we run riot upon an Innocent 
ion Practice, without a neceſſitating Cauſe ? However 


u bome Men in the laſt Age, merely out of prejudice 


Su and unguarded Zeal, were pleas' d to brand it with 
Ks Poptry and Superſtition, aſſure your Selves there is 


no Superſtition in it; it was always ſo among the 
Primitive Chriftians. And indeed, where ſhou'd the 
e the Communzon Service be read, but at the Commuuion nh, 
Table? We do it when there is no Communion, to s 
encourage a frequent uſe of the Sacrament of the 8 8 
n Altar, and to ſhew how forward we are to recover its | 


in (FF ancient eſteem and value, if Communicants were not 4 
Ro vanting: And therefore it is to be hoped, we will | 
vot diſparage this branch of our Adminiſtration, by 
ca careleſs neglect of what our Chriſtian Anceſtors in- - 
e; f<nded for a common Good. OE 
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doers of it ; and ſo diſtinguiſh our Lords Body from 


whatever we do, we muſt do it with all our migbi, 


and all our ſtrength, with all the Affections of Soul and 
Body. If we draw nigh to God with our lips, and 


our hearts be far from him: If we come into his courts 


to hear, or tell ſome new thing, to reflect upon our 
Brethrens weakneſs, or wantonly interrupt our own, 
or their Devotions; we ſhall not only be very un. 


grateful to thoſe good Men, who at an exceſſive 
Charge and Trouble have remov'd the hindrances of 
our Piety, but deceive our own Souls. 


The primary Ends and Reaſons of Churches, and 
the Service appointed are, to give God thanks for 


Bleſſings in poſſeſſion, to intercede with Him for what 
we want, and for deliverance from what we have 2 


juſt cauſe to fear. To learn our Duties from. the 


' Stewards of his Myſteries, and Covenant for our pra 
ctice at the holy Altar. 15 le 


And, if we exalt God's Name in the Congregatin, 
and praiſe him in the Aſſemblies of the Elders, if ut 
lift up clean hands, without wrath and doubting, and 
receive the engrafted word, not merely as hearers, lu 
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aud Dedications of CHURcHEs.. . 
our daily Bread, as wiſely to deſcern our Duty in the 
Covenant, we have all the ſecurity Revelation can _ * 
give us, that we ſhall want no manner of thing that . 

is good; and over and abov 5 that when we are | , 
remov'd from God's Service, hoſe Houſes of Lime 5 
and Stone, we ſhall be tranſlated to the Choire above, 
and eternally- give him glory in the Habitations vor .. 
made with hands, with the Spirits of juſt Men made. © 
perfef# in the Hle,j,j i i  - 
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